
 

���������	
�����

�������

���������	
�	��
����������������

���	
������

When Refko and � ombe 
throw bombs... 
 
Kad Refko i � ombe bacaju 
bombe… 
 
The year 2011 has certainly 
promised to be the most pro-

ductive year for various events and happenings 
related to the international film industry in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Besides renowned annual Sara-
jevo Film Festival, several international, top-class 
production movies were filmed or set to be filmed 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
 
“In the Land of Blood and Honey”, Angelina Jo-
lie’s directorial debut, has already been awarded 
with Producer’s Guild Award and was nominated 
for the Golden Globe Award. This powerful mov-
ie was partly filmed in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and tells the love story in the midst of horror and 
brutality of war. The all-regional cast was lead by 
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actress in the cinemas and on the big screens 
around the world was not routed via New York or 
Los Angeles, but via Sarajevo! Our renowned 
artist and member, Almer Imamovic, contributed 
to this film with his tune “Stani draga”, which is 
included in the original motion picture soundtrack 
(see below Almer’s own testimony). 
 
Another big-production movie, “Venuto al Mon-
do”, was filmed in Sarajevo last year. Director 
Sergio Castellitto gathered a cast lead by Penelo-
pe Cruz, which included several “local” actors, 
most popular among them being Branko Djuric. 
 
The year 2011 ended with spectacular news. John 
Travolta visited Bosnia and Herzegovina in De-
cember where he was preparing for his co-lead 
role, along with Robert De Niro, in the movie 

“Killing Season”, which will soon start with the 
production.  
 
Finally, two actors, well known from the popular 
Bosnian TV series “Lud, zbunjen, normalan”, 
Refko (Goran Navojec) and � ombe (Miraj 
Grbic), appear in the 4th installment of the Mis-
sion Impossible, “Ghost Protocol”, where they 
play “shoulder to shoulder “ with Tom Cruise. 
The movie starts with scenes in which special 
agent Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) successfully 
rescues “Refko” and “� ombe” from a Russian 
prison... As many of you may have not seen the 
movie yet, I will refrain from telling the plot 
here. However, I will say that Refko’s and 
� ombe’s “bombs” (slang for jokes) thrown so 
many times in TV series “Lud, zbunjen, norma-
lan”, resonated well, this time to as far as Holly-
wood. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Emir Festic  
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Ask not what the Academy can do for you 
but what you can do for the Academy! 

 
Paraphrasing President Kennedy’s famous 
quote is very timely – the Academy has been 
growing in all directions and we need to get 
all members involved and hopping. In this 
fifth year of our existence it seems even 

more important than ever. And here is why: 
the Academy has organized two extremely successful and fun 
meetings within less than a month in 2011 – our Annual Meet-
ing in St. Louis in September and our “BHAAAS Dani in BiH - 
Zenica 2011” in October. You can read more about them in this 
newsletter.   
We are in full preparations for two upcoming meetings – 
“BHAAAS Dani in BiH - 2012” April 18-20, 2012 and our 
Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, Florida, October 19-21, 2012. 
We hope to see many of you at either one or both of these 
events…  
 
However, putting all this together takes a whole lot of time, 
energy, enthusiasm, negotiation skills, and loads of patience. 
Just try to imagine a bee hive and you may picture te frantic 
activity within our various Organizing Committees, our Execu-
tive Committee, with our local hosts, consulting our Board of 
Directors…  And let’s not forget the work involving running 
the organization: from collecting membership fees, keeping our 
books and finances, obtaining meeting sponsorships, overseeing 
and organizing  the work of our B&H Representative office, 
keeping our website and Facebook page updated, preparing and 
publishing this Newsletter, reviewing and submitting new 
member applications, printing Academy’s membership certifi-
cates, organizing various committees conference calls, com-
municating with all of you, arguing over policy and ideas, 
clashing over styles of communication, enduring hours of end-
less discussions at conference calls, trying to make a difference, 
willing to sacrifice for a bigger good, wishing to share all we 
have…  I get tired just thinking of all this… And I just realized 
how behind I am! 
 
All joking aside, we need YOU, all of you who have any extra 
energy, passion, devotion and tenacity! We need you to help the 
Executive Committee and the Board of Directors run this or-
ganization. We ask you to tell us what it is that moves you, 
where do you feel most competent, what is it that you like to 
do? Is it starting a new project, getting a group together to write 
a grant and obtain funds for that project, suggest and run a pro-
ject with other Academy members, helping with the website, 
helping collect membership fees, helping organize a meeting in 
the US or B&H, YOU name it! Do not wait to be asked – go for 
it right away!  
 

I may be the current President of this organization but this is not 
��	�����
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as much as you put in it. And I have gotten so much that I’d love 
to share! So, contact the person within the Academy that you’d 
like to work with and let’s get the ball rolling! We look forward 
to hearing from you,  
 
Djenita Pasic 
 

Sponsors 

http://m.bhaaas.org/english/
component/jdonation/?

view=donation  

The mission of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian American Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences (BHAAAS) is advancement and 
development of arts and sciences in the Bosnian-

Herzegovinian diaspora in the United States and Canada. 

 

The Academy aims to provide connections between 
Bosnian-Herzegovinian scientists, artist and profession-

als in North America and build the bridges of coopera-

http://www.bhaaas.org/  
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Mapping Home 
By Aleksandar Hemon 
New Yorker, December 2011 
 
Link: http://bhaaas.org/attachments/170_Aleksandar%
20Hemon%20-%20Mapping%20Home(3).pdf  
 

****************************************** 
 

Academy members Haris Alibasic and Hamdija Custovic 
met with His Excellency Zeljko Komsic, Chairman of the Pres-
idency of Bosnia and Herzegovina during his recent visit to 
Washington, DC to discuss the role of diaspora in building a 
sustainable Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 
 
In a very productive and useful meeting, various issues were 
discussed concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina citizens in the 
United States and Canada, particularly issues regarding dual 
citizenship, concerns about property ownership of the diaspora 
in the smaller entity of BiH, voter registration process and the 
need for work tenure transferability between  Bosnia and Her-
zegovina and United States and Canada.  Another topic of dis-
cussion was the current political stalemate in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina and the need for greater involvement of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in supporting lobbying activities in the United 
States and Canada, cooperation with the State Department, the 
role of BiH in the U.N. Security Council, and the importance of 
NATO membership for Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The con-
cerns about the lack of a unified educational system in certain 
parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina were raised as well. 
 

****************************************** 

“In the land of classical music, film and rock’n’roll…” 
 By Almer Imamovic 
 
If there’s one thing for sure about the music industry, it’s that 
you never know where you will be next!  Over this past year, 
this could not be more true. In April 2011, I was invited by a 
friend of mine who is in the film industry here in Los Angeles 
to take part in an ADR session for the movie “In the Land of 
Blood and Honey”, produced/written and directed by Holly-
wood’s leading A-list star, Angelina Jolie. Because this is a 
movie about Bosnia and the war in the 1990’s, they needed 
native speakers to record some additional background dia-
logue. The session was truly a unique experience, one that I 
never in my life thought I would be doing! In fact, I almost 
decided not to attend for the simple fact that I am not an ac-
tor. But, my friends convinced me otherwise.   
  
After two long days of recording shouts and screams, I had a 
great talk with the producer, Andrea. She was impressed with 
my “work” and suggested I venture into doing more of it in the 
future. With that, my good friends Suki and Igor exclaimed, 
“But he’s a great musician, guitarist and composer!” At that 
moment, the producer explained to me that they actually need-
ed a song for a particular scene in the movie. She asked me to 
present her with some material and perhaps it would fit their 
needs. I could not believe this chance!  Most musicians dream 
of their song to be included in a feature film…yet alone one 
with anything to do with Ms. Jolie! Here was my moment and I 
was not going to blow it!  I went home and quickly got to 
work. I typically play classical music inspired by the Balkans 
and Bosnia in particular written for flute and guitar. I sent her a 
few of these tracks with the hopes that it would strike a chord, 
so to speak. She responded kindly saying she loved my music 
but they actually needed a “1990’s Yugo rock song”. Well, I 
thought, I can certainly do that…I grew up with the mu-
sic.  Plus, at the core of this classical music geek is a rock ‘n’ 
roll dude! I got to work, and in about 5 minutes, I had a hook, a 
chorus, verses and lyrics that I thought were pretty cool. I im-
mediately sent my rough demo of just my own voice and 
acoustic guitar and patiently waited for a reply. Within minutes 
she wrote back saying she loved the song but she needed the 
final ok from Angelina herself. She would be getting back to 
me in the morning.   
  
As you can imagine, I had a hard time falling asleep that 
night. I was hoping for the best, but was fully prepared for the 
worst. After all, this was something of a long shot!  But, bright 
and early at 8am, I got the email I will forever remember…. 
Angelina loved the song…BUT…she especially loved my 
VOICE!!!!  WHAT!!!???!!!!  I’m not a singer!  Wow, the most 
beautiful woman in the world loves my voice! You can imag-
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ine that I felt pretty special!….and excited. That meant I was 
able to record this song for real. I got my studio engineer, Jim 
Linahon at LMP on board, hired my bassist, Ben and drummer, 
Bob, and recorded “Stani Draga” the next day! The producers 
were pleased with our version and decided it should be includ-
ed on the official “In the Land of Blood and Honey” sound-
track alongside U2 and Pavarotti! 
  
The film has since been released and I could not be happier to 
have been a small part of this monumental film about Bosnia. I 
am very proud of Angelina for her brave film and was im-
pressed with her research. I spent four years of my formidable 
years in the war in Gorazde and could identify with many of 
her characters, the scenes and the whole “feeling” she achieved 
of what it felt like to be there during such horrific time.   
  
This chance awoke something else inside of me that I have 
been ignoring for most of my life in Los Angeles.  My heart is 
still in rock music…. I love the classical idiom, but my love for 
the sound of a band is far greater. The session went so well…. 
everyone was very happy to be a part of the project …and we 

all decided then and there that 
we should work on a whole 
album.   
  
So, since those days in the 
month of April, I have been 
writing lyrics, strumming 
chords on my PRS, and fooling 
around with rhythm ma-
chines…all this in order to 
complete a project that 1 year 
ago would have been a distant 
dream. Thanks to my friends, 
producer Andrea, and Ange-
lina, I have taken a slight de-
tour along my musical path…. 
and I am very excited to see 
just where it may lead! 
 
 
 

********************************************* 
 

Haris Alibasic, Director of the City of Grand Rapids’ Office 
of Energy and Sustainability, and a member of the BHAAS has 
recently been featured in several articles on sustainability and 

sustainable energy, including on his involvement with solar and 
energy efficiency projects. You can click the following links to 

read more. 
 
Article on energy efficiency project: This $1.2 million 
window work causes no pane for Grand Rapids: http://
www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/

index.ssf/2011/11/
this_12_million_window_work_ca.html  
 
Article on solar energy project: United Solar shut-
down not expected to slow Grand Rapids plans for 
renewable energy at utility building:  
http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/
index.ssf/2011/11/
united_solar_shutdown_not_expe.html  
 
Solar panels to line Grand Rapids utility building roof, 
will cost up to $500,000: http://www.mlive.com/news/
grand-rapids/index.ssf/2011/10/
solar_panels_to_line_grand_rap.html  
 
Grand Rapids City Hall: Leading by Energy Manage-
ment Example: http://www.consumersenergy.com/
blog.aspx?id=5057&blogid=720  
 
Haris has also presented on Institutionalizing Sustain-
ability: Building and Broadening Support Throughout 
City Operations at the National League of Cities 
(NLC) annual conference held in Phoenix Arizona. 
http://www.nlc.org/events/coc/green-cities-agenda His 
presentation can be found at: http://www.nlc.org/
File%20Library/.../Haris-Alisbasic_coc2011_ppt.pdf   
 

 
 

****************************************** 
 
 
Gordan Srkalovic, MD, PhD, director of clinical trials of the 
Sparrow Cancer Center and BHAAAS member appeared in a 
clip from the “Healthwise” production, distributed in October 
to more than 200 public television stations across the US. It can 
be viewed at sparrow.org/cancer and youtube.sparrowhealth. 
 

 
****************************************** 

 
Sarajevo Music 
By Nyela Basney 
 
On October 8 I flew, at BHAAAS’ invitation, and for the first 
time in my life, to Bosnia to conduct the Sarajevo Philharmonic 
in a concert we would be giving in Zenica. 
My itinerary took me from Chicago to Zurich and from Zurich 
to Zagreb.  During the flight from Zagreb to Sarajevo I watch 
intently out the window, anticipating my first glimpse of the 
Sarajevo.  The topography changes almost immediately on the 
climb out from Zagreb, to tree-covered hills and, later, moun-
tains, dotted with pastel-colored, red-tile roofed houses.  The 
pilot executes a “go around” as we approach the airport in Sa-
rajevo and I am treated to a beautiful view of downtown. 
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It takes only 15 minutes to exit passport control and pick up my 
baggage and to meet Almer Imamovich and Jessica Pierce, 
friends from Pasadena, in the waiting lounge.  Almer’s brother-
in-law drives us to the hotel (situated at the edge of Old Town) 
in the drizzle, pointing out re-built and newly built skyscrapers 
in the modern section of town and along the river.  I am struck 
by the beauty of the surrounding mountains and by the diversi-
ty of architecture – European, Mediterranean and mid-Eastern. 
                 
My room at the hotel is on the 11th floor and has beautiful 
views from 9-foot windows that fill 2 sides of the room.  I un-
pack quickly and leave to try and find a substantial meal after 
20 hours of eating airplane peanuts and croissants.  It is chilly 
and rainy as I walk down the pedestrian plaza toward Old 
Town.  The clock at the cathedral chimes as I enter the plaza.  I 
decide to stop in “Michele’s” and order a “Capricciosa” pizza.  
It is a beautiful and evocative walk.  In every block, I am re-
minded of Paris, of Uruguay and Italy, and surprised by unfa-
miliar-to-me seemingly mid-eastern architectural outlines and 
construction materials.  
 
Monday afternoon Almer and Jessica and I meet at the Parlia-
ment Assembly Building for a press conference about 
BHAAAS’ weeklong seminar.  We gather for lunch afterwards 
in the diplomatic dining room, 15 of us seated at a large round 
table.  As I listen to the language wash over my ears, at the 
press conference and at lunch, I realize that all of the words I 
recognize and can translate (academia, programa, problema, 
etc.) are of Greek derivation.  Other than that I can only pick 
out the few words I studied before I arrived:  “dobar dan”, 
“hvala” and “molim”.  Eventually, I start to recognize, and 
understand in context, occasional Italianate constructions 
(“vedemo”).  The lunch concludes with tulumbe, rich and 

sweet.   
In the evening, 
Almer and 
Jessica take me 
out for a 
“progressive 
dinner” includ-
ing � evapi  
accompanied 
by liquid yo-
gurt at one 
restaurant, zel-
janica and 
krompiruša in 
another and 
blueberry juice 
in the third.  It 
is clear and 
cold outside as 
we walk and I 
keep my hands 
in my pockets.  

We return to the hotel walking along the river and they point 
out the National Theatre where I will rehearse with the orches-
tra the next morning. 
Tuesday morning I awaken, enthusiastic and a little stressed 
about the first rehearsal with the orchestra.  Almer meets me at 
the stage door and we walk to the 3rd floor and to the dressing 
room.  At 10:00 I am introduced to the musicians, walk into a 
packed room and offer a handshake to the concertmaster who 
instead kisses it.  (The podium is backed up against one wall 
and the percussionists are backed up against the opposite wall.  
The orchestra completely fills the room with little space be-
tween musicians and no space for soloists to rehearse).  The 
������������	������������		���		���
��������������
���� ���	�������
It will be a challenging rehearsal environment.    
I say a few words of greeting, slowly, in English.  Some of the 
younger musicians translate for their older colleagues.  We 
begin the Brahms and work our way through it with difficulty.  
Although certainly professional, the orchestra plays somewhat 
brusquely and dispassionately.  A small minority of “back-
stand” string players talk when I talk, refuse to stop playing 
when I stop to make a correction and express their disrespect 
for the rehearsal process by making exaggerated gestures.   I 
stand quietly and pointedly, waiting for silence.  After a couple 
of particularly long and obvious delays, the rehearsal atmos-
phere begins to improve.   
The majority of the orchestra plays and rehearses professional-
ly. We take the Brahms apart phrase by phrase.  As the piece 
comes together, there begins to be more of a sense of shared 
affect.  
The Bosnian soccer team plays France that evening and I can 
hear cheers and groans in my hotel from the lounge below.  I 
stop by the Illy café and order a “Wok plate” – sweet and sour 
chicken.  Bosnia scores a goal and the restaurant erupts in 
cheers.   
Wednesday morning dawns and the hotel only has cold water.  
I wait as long as I can in case the hot water is repaired and then 
turn on the icy cold water and step into the shower.  It is a 
clear, sunny day and I resolve to go for a walk between re-
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hearsals.   As it turns out, I take over 100 pictures of Old Town 
and Turkish Town after lunch.                               

 The morning rehearsal (Mozart, Vivaldi and Morena) goes 
well enough.  In the evening we work hard again on the 
Brahms.   We then read through the American composer Libby 
Larsen’s “Deep Summer Music” and it goes very well.  By the 
time we finish rehearsing it we are working together with con-
fidence and emotional commitment.  I decide to end the re-
hearsal a little early since we all are exhausted and the orches-
tra greets the news with nods and acclamations.  
Thursday morning, jet lagged, I awaken bone tired.  I still 
haven’t slept more than 3 consecutive hours since my arrival.   
The orchestra and I meet for our last rehearsal.  It is sometimes 
awkward in breaks because of the language barrier.  When in-
vited, I approach musicians and strike up conversations in bro-
ken German and Italian.  Sometimes it leads to a conversation.  
Often it does not. 
After rehearsal Almer and Jessica and I meet for coffee with 4 
young American musicians (from Northwestern University and 
Oberlin Conservatory) who are playing with the orchestra this 
year for housing, transportation and a monthly stipend.  They 
have been in Sarajevo only a month and we listen to their ad-
ventures and enthusiasm.   
Having conducted the final rehearsal with the orchestra I give 
myself the rest of the day off.  It is cold and rainy but I go out 
for a long walk along the opposite side of the river.  I 
“discover” the German Embassy and deliberately choose to 
walk down small, back streets.  Many buildings are scarred 
with bullet holes and the effects of shelling.  Looking again up 
into the mountains that are so close, I think about how claustro-
phobic it must have felt to be living in the city during the siege. 
When we arrive in Zeni a after an hour’s ride on Friday morn-
ing, Jessica, Almer and I check in at the lovely hotel and head 
quickly to the auditorium for the sound check.  Walking to the 
podium, listening to the orchestra tune, I note that the acoustics 
are very dry.  It is so cold that I’m blowing into my hands.  The 

musicians are understandably uncomfortable and their instru-
ments are going out of tune.   
The orchestra plays well and the acoustics out in the hall are 
fine.  There is an air of anticipation among the musicians and 
the orchestra is playing beautifully.  The hall seats 400 and is 
packed at the concert.  Audience members stand in the aisles 
and another 100 people stand outside the theatre.  We begin 
with the Bosnian and American national anthems.  And then 
we turn to the Brahms.  The orchestra plays wonderfully well.  
There is grace, discipline and power in the music.  It is moving 
to feel a sense of unity  and community on stage and in the hall.    
We conclude the concert with “Snijeg pade na behar na voce.”  
I ask the orchestra to stand, take a bow, offer my hand to the 
concertmaster, leave the stage and return for a long curtain call.  
I leave the stage again and begin to walk down the hall to my 
dressing room with Alyssa.  Halfway down the hall, we realize 
that the audience is clapping in rhythm and I hurry to return to 
the stage to acknowledge the orchestra again.  Finally, I wait at 
the end of the hall near my dressing room and greet each mem-
ber of the orchestra individually, shaking hands and embracing 
many of them.  They are expressive and seem ebullient and 
pleased.      
Almer, Jessica and I return to the hotel but the evening is only 
beginning!  We are driven to a private party at a small restau-
rant across town and treated to a lavish dinner of soup, fresh 
vegetables and an assortment of cold meat and cheeses.  Almer 
sits on a stool with his guitar and plays folk songs for 2 ½ 
hours as many in the party sing into the “karaoke” micro-
phones:  BHAAAS members from St. Louis, Tennessee, Ken-
tucky and Chicago.  We all reminisce and laugh and take pic-
tures.  I am struck by everyone’s passion for helping to build 
connections and a lively exchange of ideas between the United 
States and Bosnia. 
At 9:00 the next morning Almer, Jessica and I meet in the hotel 
restaurant for a breakfast of scrambled eggs and sausage and 
toast.  We go to the local high school of music where Jessica 
will give a flute master class, Almer a guitar master class and 
where I will work with the orchestra.  During the orchestra 
rehearsal the students and I talk about bow strokes and blend, 
playing as an ensemble and responding to the conductor.  I am 
glad (and impressed) to find that they have no trouble under-
standing my English.  They are quietly responsive.  We talk 
about adding character to their dynamics and making every 
note beautiful. 
Saturday afternoon we return to Sarajevo.  I begin to pack, talk 
to Michael on SKYPE and go out for a short walk to buy him a 
gift.  It is very cold and I hurry back to my room.  I open the 9-
foot windows to drink in the fresh air.  It has been an intense 
and challenging week.  I am elated, moved and humbled and 
look forward to returning.   

 
 

**************************************** 
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From Diane Wittry: 
Cultural Exchange Program for Classical Musicians is an-
other project that has been successfully sponsored by 

BHAAAS. Four American musicians have been playing with 
the Sarajevo Philharmonic through this program. Diane Wittry, 

BHAAAS 
member, re-
cently con-
ducted the 
New Years 
Program in 
Sarajevo with 
the local direc-
tor Samra Gu-
lamovic.  
Megan Rob-
bins 
(oboe),  Matt 
McLaughlin 

(French Horn), Sara Laupp  (Bassoon), Diane Wittry 
(conductor), Tim Boyer (Trombone) 
The soloists and two conductors from the New Years concert. 
!���	���
�"��	�#����	�
�$�����%�����#�"	�����	��&'(�)
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ra Gulamovic, 
"	�����	�
�
Aida Cor-
badzic, So-
����	
������
Saracevic, 
���	�
�������
Pljevljak-
Krehic, So-
prano 

 

**************************************** 

From Eldin Karaikovic, MD, PhD: 
On January 17, 2012, the honorary member of BHAAAS 
Dr. David Scheffer, Mayer Brown/Robert A. Helman Professor 
of Law and Director, Center for International Human Rights, 
Northwestern University School of Law, was the guest speaker 
for the prestigious Chicago Council on Global Affairs. He pre-
sented: GHOSTS OF THE PAST: ATROCITY CRIMES, DI-
PLOMACY, AND THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL 
COURT 
During the atrocities that enveloped the Balkans twenty years 
ago, the United States led in creating a war crimes tribunal to 
render justice. The Clinton Administration asserted its leader-
ship again in building tribunals to investigate atrocity crimes in 
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, and Cambodia. This international gam-
ble to prosecute genocide, crimes against humanity, and war 
crimes culminated in the establishment of the permanent Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC). All of these courts continue to 
adjudicate cases, but the future lies with the ICC as it expands 
its jurisdiction. Although it played a key role in negotiating the 
Rome Statute, the ICC’s treaty, the United States has not joined 
the Court. What challenges confront the ICC as it seeks the 
participation and cooperation of nation states, especially the 
United States? Will a powerful international justice system 
emerge in the years ahead? Join The Chicago Council on Glob-
al Affairs and David Scheffer as he discusses his experiences at 
the intersection of conflict, domestic politics, and diplomacy, 
and shares an insider’s perspective on the building of five war 
crimes tribunals and America’s destiny with international jus-
tice. 

David Scheffer's new book, All the 
Missing Souls: A Personal History of 
the War Crime Tribunals, was availa-
ble for purchase and signing follow-
ing the program. 
Eldin Karaikovic, MD, PhD, Past 
President of the Academy, presented 
Dr. Scheffer with the Honorary 
BHAAAS Member Certificate and 
the Academy pin.  

 
 

**************************************** 
 

THE DELICATESSEN: A New Year’s Carol 
By Sasha Skenderija, PhD 
Translated from Bosnian by Wayles Browne 
 
K&T Meats is my favorite butcher shop on Broadway, in Asto-
ria. It resembles those in Vitez, Maglaj, and other small Bosni-
an towns, except this one’s jointly owned by six or seven im-
migrants—Greeks and Romanians—who, apart from English, 
speak a meat-market hash of all the Balkan languages, even 
Hungarian, since their customers, meat recipes, products, and 
foods come from there. They've all been here ever since the 
shop opened in 1983, as I discovered from the Polaroid pictures 
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and newspaper clippings taped to the glass partition around the 
cashier’s cage, where an elderly silent woman always sits, with 
thick eyeglasses and a chronically annoyed expression on her 
face. Their entire social life takes place behind the counter dis-
playing sliced fresh meat underneath wreaths of sausage and 
slabs of smoked meat hung in rows from the ceiling. All but 
one are there every working day, the same for nearly 30 years, 
from 10 to 6, including Saturdays. One is always in rotation for 
his two-month vacation, quite unusual for the States, when he 
flies to the Balkans, from where he’ll return with new wrinkles 
and the gray hairs of his old country that otherwise would re-
main unnoticed by his colleagues and patrons immersed in the 
day-to-dayness of growing old in the shop. 

  They were the first neighbors I started getting closer 
to after settling in Astoria two summers ago. They were in-
trigued by my visits, at times of day when only housewives 
roam, while husbands and serious people are at work, and by 
my pretentious nostalgic enthusiasm for raw meat and meat 
products from the old country. I explained to them: I work 
online from home, and I'm a poet. Some of them still remem-
bered from their school books the names I cited to back up the 
seriousness and legitimacy of my vocation—the Greeks recog-
nized Seferis and Cavafy, the Romanians Eminescu and 
Stanescu—so I became a kind of daily attraction and somebody 
to fuck around with. They told me they’d never even heard of a 
Bosnian poet, let alone seen one, and certainly not a Bosnian 
who had read or even knew the names of their poets. Their 
Astoria Bosnian customers are mainly small businessmen, café 
owners and craftsmen, and none of them ever buys pork. 
“Well,” I said, defending myself and the diversity of my native 
soil, “we also have Bosnians who write and read poems and eat 
pork.” I grew closest to tall, shrewd fifty-ish-year-old Simeon 
from Banat in Romania, who enjoys—or rather endures—the 
status of an intellectual in the butcher shop. As soon as I 
showed up at the door, the others would greet me in unison and 
call Simeon: “Your poet friend is here!” Then Simeon would 
“adopt” me at the counter and, while serving me, put me to the 

test before the bantering jury of his workmates. He might ask 
me, with a dead serious expression on his face, what I intended 
to make with the ground meat he was packing in cellophane. I 
would say meatballs, or something like that. Next, without 
changing his expression, he would offer to grind me half a 
pound of “penguin,” advising me in confidence that that was 
the best mixture for meatballs. “Of what?” I would ask in con-
fusion, trying to decipher his woolly Romanian accent. “Of pen
-gu-in,” he would repeat in a serious tone, whereupon the rest 
of the butchers would burst out laughing. He would stretch out 
a conciliatory hand across the counter, pat me on the shoulder 
and say with a sad smile: “You’re not mad at me, are you? Real 
poets can take a joke. At least you see the kind of assholes I 
have to cope with here,” glancing at his co-workers and evok-
ing an even heavier salvo of laughter. 

  In time, I can’t tell exactly why, he gave up teasing 
me, to the disappointment of the others. I was still his exclusive 
customer, and our culinary-poetic dialogues across the counter 
got to be more and more friendly and, I might say, sadder and 
sadder. When I came this summer to get some camping provi-
sions for a trip to Fire Island, Simo surprised me by checking 
up on the completeness of my camping equipment. The next 
day he brought in his own real camping rucksack, lent me a 
real camping lantern and a real camp knife. After my vacation, 
I went to K&T to return the borrowed equipment, and put a 
carton of my favorite Czech beer in the rucksack as a gesture of 
gratitude. I didn’t find Simo there. He had gone on his rotation-
vacation back home, so I left everything with the other butch-
ers. When he got back after two months in Romania, he looked 
at least two years older and even more forlorn. I went by the 
shop to thank him personally for the equipment and asked how 
it had been back home. He answered in one syllable: “Bad.” 
“Did you like the Czech beer?” I asked. “What beer?” “The 
beer I left in the backpack!” At this the other butchers, who as 
usual were listening in on our conversation, burst out laughing. 
“Well, now you see what kind of assholes they are,” Simo 
commented with resignation, “they stole it and drank it all.” 



  I went to see Simo yesterday, gathering supplies for 
my New Year’s Eve party. First I stopped by the liquor store 
and picked up a few bottles of excellent (yet cheap) Chilean 
Sauvignon Blanc called “Nostalgia.” And while I was ordering 
various meats from Simo and putting items from the shelves in 
my basket—Radenska mineral water, Vegeta spices, cabbage 
leaves for sarma, our mayonnaise—I left my bag of wine on the 
counter. The butcher crew couldn’t resist stealing a peak into 
the bag, and as soon as they saw the Nostalgia, they jumped on 
my back: “Hey, poet, this is bad wine. You drink it and nostal-
gia takes you over. Then you drink more and you get drunk and 
you start writing poems, and—bang! —you hang yourself. Fuck 
that kind of wine! Why don’t you buy our Greek/Romanian 
wines? They are much better—no nostalgia in them. Only sun-
shine, sea, and laughter. 
 
” Simo bent over the counter towards me and smiled sadly:  
 
“Well, you can see what I have to go through, who I’m wasting 
my life with.” I take the bags of meat and provisions and say  
 
“Happy New Year, my friend Simo!” At the door I call back to 
them all:  
 
“Happy New Year, neighbors!”  
 
“Happy New Year, poet,” they answered in unison, “hey, wait a 
minute, you forgot your bag of nostalgia!” ”No I didn’t. That’s 
my New Year’s present to Simo and his friends.” 
 
“What do you mean, friends?” shouts Simo from the counter, 
“these are all my enemies!” 
 
“OK, then,” I say, “I’m leaving the wine to my friend Simo, and 
the nostalgia to his enemies.” 
 
  I went out on the street. Festive Broadway outshouted 
the banter and laughter from the butcher shop, from Astoria’s 
old boys, my compadres in meat, wine, and the same stars.  

Sasa and his daughter Mirna in Astoria. 
 
 

    **************************************** 

Two young physicians from B&H recently visited US and 
spent some time in clinical observerships set by BHAAAS 
members in Memphis, TN and Jacksonville, FL. These are 
their testimonies… 
 
OBSERVERSHIP AT MAYO CLINIC JACKSONVILLE – A 
PEEK AT THE FUTURE 
Haris Hedzic, MD 
Heart Centre BH, Tuzla 
Bosnia - Herzegovina 
 
I was invited to come and do a five-week observership at Mayo 
Clinic Jacksonville by Dr. Emir Festic, an assistant professor of 
medicine working at Critical Care Department at Mayo. Dr. 
Festic is also a member of the Board of Directors of Bosnian-
Herzegovinian American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(BHAAAS) and I first met him during one of the BHAAAS 
days organized in Sarajevo, Bosnia - Herzegovina. Working as 
an anesthesiology and Critical Care Resident in the first private 
cardio surgery hospital in Bosnia – Herzegovina, I was eager to 
compare and learn more about cardiac critical care and anesthe-
sia in a different, more advanced site. 
 
My observership consisted of a 3-week stay at Critical Care 
Department and a 2-week stay at Anesthesia Department. 
My primary interest during this visit was to observe and learn as 
much as possible about intensive care approach, way of thinking 
and way of working at Mayo. Being an American hospital, it 
was certainly different than what I was used to, but being a 
Mayo clinic made it a completely unique experience. 
 
My first impression was that the hospital is extremely well orga-
nized and seemed to have endless resources, but I soon realized 
that the main strength lied - in it’s people. They were warm, 
kind and welcoming, extremely willing to help and assist.  
 
Dr. Festic was always available for my questions and made sure 
that my stay was time efficient and well used. He made sure I 
met all the people that were valuable for my learning and expe-
rienced in different aspects of my future work. I have to men-
tion Dr. David Kramer who really took time with me and 
walked me through a right heart catheterization, Dr. Stephanie 
Blanken, a cardiothoracic surgeon, who did extensive rounds 
with cardio surgery patients in ICU and dr. Monica Mordecai, 
an anesthesiologist, who organized my stay in ORs and patient-
ly answered all my numerous questions. 
 
A rare and unique feature that I certainly made extensive use of 
was a 3 million dollar Simulation center at Mayo. It is a state of 
the art learning facility for real-life, safe learning for medical 
doctors, nurses and other staff. I got to practice cardiac echo, 
bronchoscopy and resuscitation techniques on different robots 
and simulation machines there. At the end of my stay, I partici-
pated in a preprogrammed, staged simulation of a real life emer-
gency and was a part of the team of residents trying to solve the 
case. The whole simulation was filmed, so we got the chance to 
see ourselves in action and also got the chance to give feedback 
and get one from our observing attending physicians. 
 
To conclude, my 5-week stay at Mayo was extremely useful to 
me. It got me insight into different ways of working with pa-



tients in the ICU, value of good teamwork for the benefit of the 
patient and I also made a lot of professional contacts. My hope 
is to transfer some of my insights and thoughts back to my 
hospital and to ensure that the connection between the two 
hospitals and between people remains strong, hopefully ex-
tending transfer of knowledge to my other colleagues as well. 

A welcome lunch, hosted by dr. Salvador Alvarez, head 
of International Services Department and Jean Davit, 
International Relations Coordinator   

Learning and practicing on the cardiac echo simulator at 
SimCentre �

In front of the Mayo hospital building �
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NEUROSURGICAL FELLOWSHIP AT THE SEMMES-
MURPHEY CLINIC IN MEMPHIS – INCENTIVE FOR 
THE FUTURE 
Ibrahim Omerhod�i+, MD, MSc 
Department of Neurosurgery 
Clinical Center of University in Sarajevo 
 
The Neurosurgical Group in Memphis, TN, USA, is probably 
one of the largest and best organized groups of its kind in the 
western hemisphere. Gathered in Semmes Murphey Clinic 
(SMC), it is additionally covered by consultative, clinical and 
operative programs in 5 other hospitals in Memphis (Baptist 
Memorial Hospital, Methodist Le Bonheur and St. Jude Chil-
dren's Research Hospital, The Med) and several outpatient clin-
ics in 6 surrounding towns ( Grenada, Jackson, De Soto, Ox-
ford, Tupelo and Union City) in two states (Tennessee and Mis-
sissippi). Structurally, the Group includes, along with neurosur-
geons, several excellent neurologists, anesthesiologists, physiat-
rists and neuroradiologists and thus covers almost all neurosur-
gical pathology, including cranial and spinal, adult and pediatric 
neurosurgery. A few members of the Group are well known 
names throughout the USA, both for their individual neurosurgi-
cal expertise and for their academic, research, social and inno-
vative character and social engagement. It is illustrative to men-
tion at least some of them: Dr. F.A. Boop, a very respected pe-
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tovi+, skull-base and spine neurosurgeon, a co-founder and for-
mer president of the BHAAAS (Bosnian-Herzegovinian Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Sciences (BHAAAS) whose corre-
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Watridge, Vice-President of AANS and President of the Clinic, 
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expert in scoliosis. 
At the invitation of Dr. Kenan Arnautovi+, an exceptional Bos-
nian-American neurosurgeon, I did one-month neurosurgical 
fellowship in Memphis, in the November/December 2011 peri-



od and I had the honor to meet and learn from the excellent doc-
tors from the aforementioned Group in Memphis, especially neu-
rosurgeons. The fellowship program was conceived primarily as 
my additional training, especially in complex spinal neurosur-
gery, and it was sponsored by Medtronic Inc., Memphis, TN, 
through and with the support of IGASS foundation (International 
Group for Advancement in Spinal Science) from France. My 
visit to Memphis was the continuity of the previous good cooper-
ation (two B&H neurosurgeons, Dr. A. Hasanagi+ and Dr. G. 
Laki evi+ and one orthopedic-spinal surgeon, Dr. M. Biš evi+ 
also have been there) on the basis of cooperation with the 
Semmes-Murphey Clinic and also with the Bosnian-
Herzegovinian American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(BHAAAS). 
During the fellowship, I adopted many facts, which are a direct 
benefit of my staying in Memphis. I think I should especially 
point out some general observations. 
 
1. The most important wealth of the Group in Memphis is re-
flected primarily in their willingness to share their knowledge 
with others. Diverse pathologies, and many contemporary neuro-
surgical procedures in skull base surgery, cerebrovascular pathol-
ogy, pediatric neurosurgery, general and complex spinal surgery, 
pituitary surgery, treatment of pain, trauma, etc., are a strong, not 
the only, reason why it is useful to compare one’s knowledge, 
enhance it and expand it by following the great neurosurgeons in 
Memphis. 
2. Planning an operation must be characterized by a systematic 
approach and the neurosurgeon before the initial incision must 
have a clear plan for the entire operation (from the position of the 
patient to the last stitch). Every step is important, none cannot be 
ignored or underestimated, and all intraoperative risks of the sur-
gery must be properly and timely considered. Of course, these 
are general neurosurgical principles, and are well known to every 
serious neurosurgeon, but the firm commitment and dedication of 
the American neurosurgeons to follow these principles is more 
than incentive and, to be honest, we should once again review 
our personal status in this respect. 
3. Coordination with colleagues, as well as with doctors of dif-
ferent other profiles, must be an imperative for the neurosurgeon. 
Dr. Arnautovi+ is an example of good communication between 
the neurosurgeon, anesthesiologist, radiologist, oncologist and 
supporting medical staff. Each patient is extremely important and 
we all must do our best in preparing the patient for surgery, in 
the operative segment and, for the purpose of the postoperative 
course, achieve as good outcomes as possible. This refers to the 
proper preoperative evaluation of the patient and imaging (MRI, 
DTI,...), using all intraoperative monitoring we need (BAER, 
SSEP,...), but also equipment such as neuronavigation and CU-
SA. Eventually, the proper and timely postoperative engagement 
of oncologists and physiatrists, etc. is more than important. 
4. The concept of one-day-surgery, which is the trend today, in 
the treatment of several degenerative diseases of the spine, in-
cluding lumbar and cervical disk herniation surgery, by either the 
anterior or the posterior approach, is standardized in SMC in 
everyday practice. The same-day admission, surgery and dis-
charge of the patient are routine, and it is possible and safe only 
if you have excellent surgeons, as well as a well-coordinated 
team that includes the following: a well- trained neuro-nurse, 
anesthesiologists, and systematically established administrative 
support. This trend should be the near future in Bosnia and Her-

zegovina (B&H), because this provides a better quality of service 
and a rapid flow of patients, and it also reduces medical costs. 
5. Dr. Arnautovi+, from whom I learned many great tricks in 
spine surgery, is also an excellent skull base surgeon, especially 
for the posterior fossa and pontocerebellar angle lesions. Over 
700 operations of the cervical spine, and probably one of the 
leading series of Chiari malformation operation in the world, is a 
guarantee that the mentorship by Dr. Arnautovi+ during the Fel-
lowship was my privilege. His operative technique is a compila-
tion of his training in Little Rock, AR, (with Dr. O. Al-Mefti and 
Dr. M.G. Ya5argil) and his own experience gained from a large 
number of operated patients (approx. 300 operations of a variety 
of pathologies per year). It is a special pleasure to summarize 
your knowledge and upgrade it intraoperatively with the first-
hand suggestions by someone who, throughout the surgical pro-
cedure, knows where he is and what he is doing. 
6. Modesty about one’s results, no matter how brilliant they are, 
is a great virtue. Dr. Boop is the best example of this attitude. 
Simplicity and daily routine is characteristic of the way in which 
he operates the complex brain tumors in children. With each new 
case, I grabbed the new opportunity to learn something new and 
to get new suggestions, and exchange useful information with 
Dr. Boop concerning the treatment of the youngest patients. On 
the other hand, which may be even more important, he is willing 
to have a very close and affectionate relationship with his subor-
dinates and younger colleagues, and empathy and tolerance for 
the supporting staff, fellows and residents. Modestly, calmly, and 
without any objections, he often connects the supporting equip-
ment in the hall by himself, puts the patient in the operative posi-
tion, and stitches the skin... These actions (consciously or uncon-
sciously) provide him admiration and respect from others. 
7. The seamless leadership of Dr. Watridge, the head of the 
group, is a model which should be followed. Spontaneously and 
without frustrations, he leaves enough space to every neurosur-
geon to develop their special interests and helps them. Serious-
ness and good results at the same time define him as an authority 
among his colleagues. For every question regarding the operative 
technique, he gives you such concise and meaningful answers 
that you want to ask him more, even about the things you know, 
just to check yourself again.  
To summarize, I have found particularly important to maintain 
good contact of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian neurosurgery with 
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knowledge, organizational models and surgical techniques and 
procedures useful for B&H neurosurgery, patients and society. 
Sarajevo, Dec. 20th, 2011  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Dr. Ibrahim Omerhod�i+ (left) and Dr. Kenan Arnau-
tovi+ (right) during a neurosurgical operation in Semmes Mur-
phey Clinic, November, 2011. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. An intraoperative detail - finalizing of posterior cervi-
cal fixation (C3-C7) with Medtronic titanium system.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Dr. Boop and Dr. Scott (fellow) during the re-
operation of a complex posterior fossa and brain stem tumor in 
Le Bonheur Hospital in Memphis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. The final part of the arahcnoidal resection surrounding 
the medulla oblongata and the cerebellar tonsil due to surgery of 
Chiari I malformation (Dr. Arnautovic).  

 
Figure 5. Dr. Ar-
nautovi+ (left) 
awards Dr. 
Omerhod�i+ 
(right) the Certifi-
cate and special 
gift for the com-
pleted fellowship 
(SMC, December, 
2011)  

Bosnian-Herzegovinian American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences is announcing its annual competition for the best re-
search or art projects in the fields of natural or social science, 
humanity, technology, and arts. 
 
The purpose of the projects should be to establish and maintain 
an authentic insightful contribution to the well-being of Bosnia 
& Herzegovina and/or its Diasporas in the United States and 
Canada. These projects can be either recently completed (not 
earlier than January 2011) or planned to finalize before the end 
of this year (December 31st 2012). 
 
The projects could be submitted in various forms: electronic 
posters (Power Point, PDG, or JPG), visual or sound record-
ing, article, research project, software or literary piece. Re-
gardless of the format, each application needs to contain sepa-
rate document with the following: 
 
 -Project description in 500 words 
 -Clear statement on project’s contribution to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina or its’ diaspora in North America, in 250 
words 
 -Curriculum Vitae of the candidate 
 -A letter of recommendation by the mentor/professor 
of the candidate 
 
The application packet should be forwarded to 
mirsad@uncc.edu by 5pm EST, July 31, 2012.  The selected 
competitors will be invited to present their projects at the 
BHAAAS Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, FL in October, 
2012.  
 
The winning project will receive a plaque and $1,000 financial 
support.  The second-place project will receive a plaque and 
$700 and the third-place award is a plaque and $300.  All pro-
ject presenters at the Annual Meeting will receive a certificate 
of participation. 
 
Eligibility to participate: undergraduate students (regardless of 
the country of origin) enrolled in the US and Canadian colleg-
es and universities. 
 
Publications of the work supported in part by the BHAAAS 
must include a statement recognizing such support.  Also 
BHAAAS retains the rights to publish all awarded projects on 
its web page, BHAAAS.org  
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Days of Bosnian Herzegovinian American  
Academy of Arts & Sciences (BHAAAS) in St. Louis  
September 15 – 18, 2011, by Patrick McCarthy  
 
Since the Academy founding in 2007, the strength and reach of 
our membership has continued to grow, as has the success of 
our annual meetings. The 2011 annual meeting, held in St. 
Louis, Missouri – now home to more than 50,000 members of 
the Bosnian-Herzegovinian Diaspora – provided us with a spe-
cial opportunity to build bridges of relationship with younger 
Bosnians in one of the largest BiH immigrant communities in 
the United States.  
 
Bridges to Success: A Mentoring Program for Young Bosnians  
Before the Annual Meeting, a two-day program was organized 
called Bridges to Success: a Mentoring Program for Young 
Bosnians, which highlighted professional and educational op-
portunities for high school age Bosnians and their parents in St. 
Louis. Academy President Djenita Pasic, Esq., led the opening 
program, which included success story presentations from 
Academy Members Ira Herenda, JD, and Adnan Cutuk, MD, 
who shared the challenges they faced in attaining their profes-
sional goals as young people uprooted by the war in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.  
As inspiring examples of professional success, Ira and Adnan 
related specific, practical advice to the assembled audience of 
Bosnian high school students and their parents. They both em-
phasized the importance of perseverance and the value of learn-
ing from mistakes along the way. Academy Past President and 
celebrated writer, Aleksandar Hemon, closed the program with 
a literary reading from his work.   
The following day, Academy members returned to Mehlville 
High School to provide advice and guidance to a small group 
of Bosnian high school students. The panel of Bosnian experts 
included Aleksandar Hemon, Djenita Pasic, Esq., Azra 

Blazevic, DVM, Adnan Cutuk, MD, Ira Herenda, JD, Alma 
Imsirevic, JD, & Academy guests Ljliljana Cvijanovic, MBA, 
and Asmir Selimovic.  
 
Annual Meeting Highlights  
The Annual Meeting was held at Fontbonne University and 
opened with an official welcome from University Academic 
Vice-President, John Bruno, Ph.D., who noted the important 
presence on the campus of the Bosnia Memory Project 
(www.fontbonne.edu/bosnia), dedicated to establishing a per-
manent record of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian community in St. 
Louis.  
The group later viewed excerpts from a documentary film on 
the musical group Bijelo Dugme, followed by a lively discus-
sion on popular culture in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the former 
Yugoslavia moderated by Aleksandar Hemon and Snjezana 
Buzov. 
Emir Hodzic, DVM, PhD, opened the breakout sessions with a 
description of the One Health Initiative, after which members 
were invited to take part in one of several section meetings:  
One Health Initiative (Medicine, Science, & Research Section)  
Senad Divanovic, PhD, MSc: The role of innate immune re-
sponses in development and progression of obesity.  
Nikolina Babic, PhD: Clinical Pharmacogenetics.  
Almasa Bass, PharmD: Urgent Medical Technology Needs 
(BT1500 bioanalyzer) for Dom Zdravlja in Donji Vakuf.  
Ajlina Karamehic-Muratovic, PhD & Azra Blazevic, DVM, 
MSPH: A pilot study: A cross-national and cross-continental 
study of well being in a refugee community.  
Emir Hodzic, DVM, PhD: The perfect storm: Lyme disease 
epidemic.  
Technical Sciences and Humanities Section  
Mirsad Hadzikadic, PhD  
Ali Akansu, PhD  
Tea Temim, PhD  
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Aleksandar Hemon  
Law, Business, and Other Professions Section  
Djenita Pasic, Esq.  
Dino Kujundzic, JD  
Ira Herenda, JD  
Alma Imsirevic, JD  
Milad Hadziabdic, MSc  
Igor Lemajic, MBA  
Adnan Sulejmanpasic, MSc 
Arts Programming, Presidential Report, Presentations, and 
Guest Speaker  
The afternoon programs began with an exhibit opening and 
gallery talk featuring the beautiful artwork of Jesenko Kurbasic 
and concluded with a concert by AlmaNova – Almer Imamovic 
and Jessica Pierce, whose extraordinary benefit performances 
for BHAAAS have become a signature highlight of our Acade-
my gatherings. 
Outgoing Academy President Kenan Arnautovic, MD, reported 
on past year activities and plans for next.  
Incoming President Djenita Pasic, Esq., was officially installed, 
while Almer Imamovic was recognized with a certificate of 
appreciation for his outstanding contributions to the Academy 
during the previous year.  
An afternoon screening of the somber and enlightening film, 
From Auschwitz to Dretelj – directed by Timur Boskailo and 
featuring Academy members Dr. Esad Boskailo and renowned 
Bosnian journalist Mugdim Karabeg – provided chilling testi-
mony as these two survivors of the Dretelj concentration camp 
shed light on the resilience of victims, the psychology of the 
perpetrators, and how one could and should resist taking part in 
mass madness and cruelty.  
 

**************************************** 
 
Days of Bosnian Herzegovinian American  
Academy of Arts & Sciences (BHAAAS) in B&H  
October 12 – 14, 2011  
Zenica, Bosnia and Herzegovina  
Report by Djenita Pasic 
 
Dear members of the Academy,  
It is my great pleasure to inform you of the amazing success 
the Academy achieved in Zenica during the Third Days of 
BHAAAS in B&H, from October 12-14, 2011. Our host mem-
bers in Zenica, especially Drs. Belma Pojskic and Harun Ho-
dzic and their team, worked tirelessly to make everything per-
fect. They made all arrangements for the Medical Section of 
the Academy but also established contacts for all others. Here 
are some numbers which speak for themselves: 
Total number of attendees: over 1,400 
Total number of speakers: 120  
Total number of seminars: 18 

Medical section - total number of attendees: 1,237 (438 doctors 
and 680 nurses) 
Courses: Pathology, pediatric psychiatry, pediatric rheumatolo-
gy, general medicine, intensive care, oncology, neurosurgery 
and orthopedics.  
Countries represented: Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, Norway, 
France, USA.  
Cities represented: Sarajevo, Tuzla, Zagreb, Br ko, Banja Lu-
ka, Mostar, Lukavac, Travnik, Nova Bila, Orašje, Novi Sad, 
Sremska Kamenica, Beograd, Osijek, Zenicko-dobojski kanton. 
Music Section - National Theater Zenica seats 400 but it was 
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in the back of the theatre during the Gala Concert (free and 
open to public).  
Details: Sarajevo Philharmonic Orchestra with our members 
Almer Imamovic & Jessica Pierce, conductor Nyela Basney, 
and accomplished young performers Ammar Biser (16, classic 
guitar) and Vedad Zulic (17, accordion), delivered a fantastic 
performance following several days of frantic rehearsals and 
preparations in Sarajevo. US Deputy Ambassador, Jonathan 
Moore, and his staff provided a grant for this event, attended 
the concert, and even sponsored a reception beforehand.   
Information Technology Section, as well as Humanities Sec-
tion (Education, Law and Art - Film) held their separate semi-
nars and presentations at Metalurski fakultet and Pedagoski 
fakultet in Zenica, Public library and a local movie theater, 
respectively. Many B&H and local professionals, as well as 
public figures attended and participated in the events.  
All in all, the Academy successfully organized seminars/
presentations in 6 different professional fields over 3 full days 
of this event. 
The Academy continued its cooperation with BH Ministry for 
Human Rights and Refugees. Some members of Academy's 
Information Technology/Humanities Sections managed to at-
tend a European Union sponsored conference on regional mi-
gration patterns at the B&H Parliament. You can see more in-
formation about this event below.  
  
http://www.mhrr.gov.ba/iseljenistvo/aktuelnosti/?id=2267 
  
Please note that the Academy was able to cover costs of this 
meeting by securing sponsorships from various companies and 
institutions. Our Zenica hosts obtained donations from 71 spon-
sors. Most of these donations were in-kind and covered lodging 
for our out-of-town speakers, as well as food for all attendees. 
All Academy members who participated in the meeting, how-
ever, paid their own travel expenses to Zenica.  
Finally, a personal note: As I was absorbed into the magic ex-
perience of music and harmony at the Gala Concert which 
marked the end of Dani in Zenica, I was overwhelmed with 
emotions. I looked at Ammar Biser, only 16 years old and al-
ready an accomplished classic guitar player. He must have 
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been born in 1995, at the end of the war in Bosnia. If I did not 
know the reason why I am doing all that I am doing for the 
Academy for the past several years - Ammar was it! He is the 
symbol of youth and talent and hope for our home country and 
a testimony that everything can be done if we put ourselves to 
the task.  
Viva Akademija!!! 
Photos from Zenica are available for viewing on our website: 
http://www.bhaaas.org/attachments/166_Days%20of%
20BHAAAS%20in%20Zenica,%20B&H%20-%20Photos.pdf 

6th Annual Academy Meeting 
Jacksonville/Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida  
October 19-21, 2012  

Preparations for the 6th annual meeting are already underway. 
Save the date!!! The location will be Marriott Sawgrass Re-
sort, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, October 19-21, 2012.  
Please contact us with your ideas and suggestions. We hope 
that you will be able to join us and/or actively participate. 
 

 
**************************************** 

 
ATTENTION: A Call for Action/Donation 
By Almasa (Had�iahmetovi+) Bass 
 
As many of you may be aware, during the meeting in St. Lou-
is I presented the situation of the clinic (i.e., Dom Zdravlja) in 
Donji Vakuf, BiH.  There is a dire need to obtain a clinical 
chemistry analyzer for the clinic's laboratory.   
Briefly, the lab currently uses an outdated spectrophotometer 
for analysis of lab results. Labor is manual, slow (about 20 
tests per hour), and unable to keep up with workload in the lab 

that is staffed with 3 full-time technicians.  In addition, their cur-
rent technology does not allow for analysis of important blood 
tests that could be of utter importance in emergency situation 
(e.g., potassium, liver function tests, etc.).  Dom Zdravlja would 
like to replace the spectrophotometer with a new bioanalyzer that 
would make a large impact to the quality of care for 16,000 peo-
ple in Donji Vakuf and neighboring villages.  However, Dom 
Zdravlja is financially exhausted while it seems to me that Minis-
tries of Health are not reliable for funding either.   
I believe that this provides an excellent opportunity for BHAAAS 
to demonstrate its relevance for the development of BiH and sup-
port for the community.  If we help to raise even partial funds to 
offset the cost of the bioanalyzer, the Academy would contribute 
to making a tangible difference for the care of so many in our 
homeland.   
Some ways that we can raise the funds are individual donations, 
solicit donations through BHAAAS website, reach out to corpo-
rate sponsors, etc.  Similarly, BHAAAS could sponsor fundrais-
ing events to benefit Dom Zdravlja.  These are some of the sug-
gestions.   
Should our members (or other public) want to make a donation, 
Adnan Ati+, our webmaster, will clarify the "donations" page on 
BHAAAS website such that record-keeping wouldn't be an is-
sue.   
I welcome your support as I undertake this project.   
Thank you for your time. 
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BHAAAS Leadership Structure, January 2012 
 
Since its inception in 2007, BHAAAS has had 16 members of its 
Board of Directors. Per BHAAAS Statute, there are two types of 
Board of Directors positions - General Board and Executive 
Board positions. The term for General Board positions is 2 years. 
At the completion of their term General Board members step 
down and are replaced by new members. Current General Board 
members are: Adnan Atic, Amila Buturovic, Dusica Babovic, 
Snjezana Buzov, Emir Festic, Gordan Srkalovic, Namik Haveric, 
Aida Hozic, Patrick McCarthy, Esad Boskailo and Azra Terzic.  
When a member of the Board is elected to the Executive Board, 
he or she is on "Presidential" track, meaning he or she is first 
elected to a position of Secretary, then Treasurer, Second Vice-
President, First Vice-President, President and finally Immediate 
Past President. All these positions have a 1 year term. Once a 
term for the Immediate Past President expires, he or she leaves 
the Board of Directors and other individuals rotate as specified 
above.  
Since the rotation which occurred at our Annual Meeting in St. 
Louis in September 2011, current members of BHAAAS Execu-
tive Board are: 
Kenan Arnautovic, Immediate Past President 



Djenita Pasic, President 
Andi Arnautovic, First VP - Membership 
Ognjen Gajic, Second VP - Webpage & Facebook (assisted by 
Adnan Atic) 
Almer Imamovic, Treasurer - Membership fees /PayPal 
Emir Festic, Secretary - Newsletter (assisted by Jasmin 
NUHIC) 
N.B. Since 2010, BHAAAS has instituted its Advisory Com-
mittee composed of former Presidents – Mirsad Hadzikadic, 
Eldin Karaikovic, Aleksandar Hemon and Kenan Arnautovic, 
as well as the current president and the first V-P (Djenita Pasic 
and Andi Arnautovic, respectively). 
All members of the above bodies, and otherwise all BHAAAS 
members, perform their servicesfor BHAAAS voluntarily and 
free of charge. 
 
BHAAAS Staff 
 
Since its inception, BHAAAS also has had a Technical secre-
tary, Dr. Indira Arnautovic, who has maintained membership 
information and contacts, has provided all communication with 
members, has organized conference calls and otherwise sup-
ported the work of BHAAAS.  
As of 2010, BHAAAS has engaged Dr. Adnan Karaikovic in 
Sarajevo to obtain sponsorship support for “Dani BHAAAS in 
BiH” as an Independent Contractor. Dr. Karaikovic has also 
volunteered to assist BHAAAS in registering its representative 
office in BiH, which has been effective as of March 2011. Fi-
nally, Dr. Karaikovic provides additional services to BHAAAS 
in preparation of yearly Dani meetings in BiH.  
In January 2012, BHAAAS Board of Directors has decided to 
engage a Web master and a Technical secretary in BiH who 
would assist in daily operations of BHAAAS.  
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Dear members and friends of Academy, 
 
There are 5 sections within Academy, which were created in at-
tempt to organize our activities better, and also to connect mem-
bers who share similar passion, profession or expertise. 
 
Feel free to contact your respective section presidents (listed be-
low), and let them know about your ideas and projects, which 
could help both you and the Academy to achieve the goals of 
providing connections among BH scientists, artists and profes-
sionals in North America and to build the bridges of cooperation 
with the homeland. All your suggestions, initiatives as well as 
critiques are worth consideration and welcomed.  

· Humanities �� 
·  Snjezana Buzov (buzov.1@osu.edu, 

 snbuzov@gmail.com)  
 
· Medical section �� 
·  Eldin Karaikovic (karaikovice@yahoo.com)  
 
· Technology �� 
·  Mirsad Hadzikadic (mirsad@uncc.edu)  
 
· Arts �� 
·  Almer Imamovic (almerguitar@yahoo.com)  
 
· Science �� 
·  Emir Hodzic (ehodzic@ucdavis.edu)  

The mission of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(BHAAAS) is advancement and development of arts and sciences in the Bosnian-
Herzegovinian diaspora in the United States and Canada. 
 
The Academy aims to provide connections between Bosnian-Herzegovinian scientists, 
artist and professionals in North America and build the bridges of cooperation with the 
homeland. The Academy will promote the spirit of intellectual diversity and free ex-
change of ideas among the Diaspora in the belief that knowledge is shareable wealth.  
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